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I )□ Responsive to ccmmunication(s) filed on 27 April 2000 . 

2a)U This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This actionis non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecution as to the ments ,s 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Qiyay/e, 1935C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claims 1 -4,9-1 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujimoto (JP 5-274587). Fujimoto discloses a noncontact type signal transmission 
device comprising a first member (figure 3), a second member configured to move 
along a predetermined orbit with respect to the first member (7), at least one light 
emitting device mounted on one of the first and second members (figure 5), at least one 
light receiving device (figure 5), at least one beam condensing device disposed between 
the light-emitting device and the light receiving device and having a function of 
condensing light from the light emitting device in a direction substantially perpendicular 
to the orbit (figure 3, figure 2), 

Regarding claim 3: The beam condensing device is mounted on the member 
with the light receiving device (figure 9), 

Regarding claim 4: The beam condensing device is disposed closer to the light 
emitting device than to the light receiving device (see figure 2, when the light emitting 
device Is shown In its closest position to the condenser. 

Regarding claim 9: The detector is further from the condenser than is the light 
emitting device), the beam condensing device is a curved mirror (3), 



states. 
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Regarding claim 10: The beam condensing device does not have a function of 
condensing light from the light-emitting device in a direction substantially parallel to the 
orbit (figure 5), 

Regarding claim 1 1 : The beam condensing means has a function of diffusing 
light from the light emitting device in a direction substantially parallel to the orbit (figure 

6), 

Regarding claim 13: The device includes a unit for coding a transmission signal 
(15). a driving unit for driving the light emitting device(23), a distributor (17) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5-8.12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fujimoto. Fujimoto's disclosure is as shown above. 

Regarding claim 5, 7: Without the English translation, Fujimoto fails to disclose 
the light condensed by the beam condensing device striking the light receiving device 
within a width substantially equal to a width of an effective light receiving surface of the 
light receiving device. One is essentially positioning the beam receiving device closer to 
the beam condensing device than a position to which the light is made to converge by 
the beam condensing device in this position. It would be obvious to one skilled in the 
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art to set the detector to such a distance, in order to reduce noise and oversampling of 
the detector, and thus improve the image. 

Regarding claim 6,8: Without the English translation, Fujimoto fails to disclose 
the light condensed by the beam condensing device striking the light receiving device 
within a width substantially larger than a width of an effective light-receiving surface of 
the light-receiving device, and thus wherein the light receiving device is disposed at a 
position closer to the beam condensing device than a position to which the light is made 
to converge by the beam condensing device. It would be obvious to one skilled in the 
art to position detectors so as the width of the beam is larger than a width of the 
detector to cause multiple detectors to receive the same signal, and as such, effectively 
compensate for a loss of a detector, and improve the image should a detector fail, as 
the other detectors are also picking up the image. 

Regarding claim 1 2: Fujimoto fails to disclose a driving unit for driving the light 
emitting device in accordance with the coded transmission signal to turn on/off the light 
emitting device in accordance with the coded transmission signal. (Actually, the 
examiner would require an English translation to actually assure that Fujimoto fails to 
disclose this part of the apparatus therefore, Fujimoto may well disclose such a driving 
unit, as it would be obvious for such an application.) However, in applicants own 
admitted prior art, it is prior knowledge to have a coded transmission signal to turn 
on/off the light emitting device in accordance with the coded transmission signal. 
(Figure 1 , page 2 lines 2-14). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have such 
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an on/off control in order to prevent the oversampling of the detectors, and thus cause 
false position readings of the ring. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watanabe et al (US 5,336,897) in view of Fujimoto (JP 5-274587). Watanabe discloses 
an x-ray computed tomography apparatus comprising an x-ray tube (12), a detector 
(16), a non-contact type signal transmission device for transmitting a signal output from 
the detector (figure 12), a unit for generating image data on the basis of the signal 
transmitted through the noncontact type signal transmission device (38), a unif for 
displaying the image data (40), a noncontact type signal transmission devce with a 
stationary portion (18), a rotating ring disposed inside the stationary portion (10), a 
plurality of light-emitting devices discretely arranged on an outer surface of the rotating 
ring (figureQ, "T"), and a plurality of light receiving devices discretely arranged on an 
inner surface of the stationary portion (figure 9, "S"). Watanabe et al does not disclose 
the use of a beam condensing device for his non-contact type signal transmission 
device. Fujjimoto does disclose the beam condensing device for his non-contact type 
signal transmission device. 

It would be obvious to use Fujjimoto's device with that of Watanabe, motivated by 
a desire to minimize signal loss of the light emitting device, better focusing, and thus 
improve imaging as a result of less data loss. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pamela R. Hobden whose telephone number is (703)- 
306-5435. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Kim can be reached on (703)-305-3492. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)-308- 
7382 for regular communications and (703)-308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)- 
308-0956. 
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